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Favorite Holiday Traditions By: Nicole Perez 

Holiday Gift Shop By: Risha Kalmady 

Hello Everyone, 

The Holiday Gift Shop is over. I 

hope you got things for yourself, 

relatives and your friends!! Thank 

you for shopping at the holiday gift 

shop. The program makes it        

possible for children to experience 

the joy of choosing their own      

special holiday gifts for family and 

friends. A big thank you to our   

parent volunteers for setting up and 

supervising the program. Well.. I 

had fun shopping this time. I bought 

a Best Daddy trophy for my Dad 

and a cute little teddy bear for my 

Mom. I also bought a gift 

for my cat. I was so happy 

to see the surprise on my 

Dad and Moms face. One of 

the best parts of the Holiday 

gift shop is that 

you get to 

budget your 

money and 

make your own 

decision.  

Some people like to celebrate 

different holidays. There are 

many different traditions that 

people do such as making 

cookies, tamales, Christmas 

caroling or just drinking hot 

chocolate by the fire. I asked 

Bella Seman what her favorite 

holiday tradition is, and she 

said, “Watching Christmas 

movies with my family.”        

Andrea Hernandez said,                

“My family opens one    

present on Christmas Eve 

and the rest on Christmas 

Day.” One of my favorite 

traditions is driving around 

looking at house light      

displays while drinking hot 

chocolate. What’s your    

favorite holiday tradition? 

Happy Holidays! 



At our school we have a music 

group called Mallet Masters. It 

is a group of 12-14 students who 

play marimba instruments. A 

marimba is a wooden xylophone 

that can come in all different 

shapes, sizes and sounds. The 

big marimba is called a Bass, 

they make the lowest sound, the 

smaller ones are called Sopranos 

and make the highest sound.  

Mrs. Monks our music teacher 

started the group many years 

ago. At the end of Third Grade 

you can try out for Mallet    
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Mallet Masters By: Emma Dinnan 

Masters, during the summer you get 

a letter saying if you get in the 

group. There is a weeklong Mallet 

Master camp at the end of summer 

break. When school starts you will 

have practice three times a week, 

twice  at lunch recess and once a 

week at 7:00 in the morning.      

During practice you will work on 

your songs and your pieces for   

performances. Through out the 

school year the group will have 

about 20 performances. Some of the 

places we have performances are at 

Barnes & Noble, school events,  

Mallet Masters is a group that 

plays the Marimba. The      

Marimba is a instrument that 

has different bars that vibrate 

and make a sound.  A Small 

Marimba is called soprano and 

the biggest one is called a Bass. 

These are the instruments that 

you hear in the Third  and Fifth 

grade music shows. You can 

try out to be a Mallet Master in 

the Third Grade. Here is some 

information that you may not 

Mallet Masters By: Aiden Onstott 

have known, The person who 

inspired Mrs. Monks was Walt 

Hampton. Most of the songs 

that are preformed are by him. 

There are many different songs 

that we play like Get Ready for 

This, Bali Phone, Swinging 

Safari and many others. Who 

ever is in Mallet masters next 

year I hope they will have as 

much fun as I am. 

festivals and even at a Boy Scout 

meeting.  Mallet Masters is really 

fun, but you have to dedicate a lot 

of time, commit to playing with 

the group for two years and put 

it in front of everything like 

sports and many other out of 

school activities. If you get into 

Mallet Masters I hope you will 

have as much fun as I’m having. 

The holiday gift shop had so many 

interesting things.  Like, dog toys, 

mugs, and stuffed animals.  I got my 

Mom something, my Grandma and 

Grandpa something, and a little 

something for me.  The holiday gift 

shop started Dec. 9th  and ended 

Dec. 13th .  The presents that you 

bought even came with holiday gift 

bags!  All of the stuff that I got for 

my relatives are wrapped and under 

Holiday Gift Shop By: Glenna Rollins 

the tree.  The holiday gift 

shop took place in the     

library.  In class your    

teacher gave you an         

envelope to fill out with the 

person’s name your      

shopping for and how much 

you’re spending on them.  

In the gift shop you used the 

list to shop for your friends 

and family first and you last, 

just in case you did not have 

enough time.  You could 

have shopped during lunch or 

when your whole class went.  

If you didn't get a chance to 

shop this year don't worry 

there's always next year.  

Let's all give a big shout out 

to the volunteers.  Thank you 

for helping out!  Happy    

Holidays to all! 



For most of us, the spelling bee is sitting 

around, and listening to people spell 

words. But, have you ever tried putting 

yourself in the contestants shoes? I was 

in the spelling bee last year, so I know 

what it's like. The spelling bee is a     

mixture of, smarts, determination, and 

most of all, you have to trust yourself. I 

talked to this years winner, Elaine 

Huang, and when I asked her what it felt 

like to win, she said, " It's exciting to win 

and I feel awesome, but I'm also nervous 

because I don't want to go to the district 
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A few days ago a tragic incident 

happened that affected us all. 

Nelson Mandela died Thursday, 

December 5, 2013 at age 95. He 

was a freedom fighter for South 

Africa and a great president. He 

inspired the world with his   

message of peace. A white   

government  imprisoned him for 

ending segregation in Africa. 

After 27 years in prison, he    

Nelson Mandela By: Anisha Hossain  

Spelling Bee By: Cooper Ellis 

Office." So for Elaine I have 

1 piece of advice, believe in     

yourself, you'll do great and 

you can win. Good 

luck Elaine. And if 

you want to be in  

the spelling bee, 

work your hardest 

and you can get in. 

Good luck everyone.  

This year’s spelling bee was the longest in gecko history! The top 

three  spellers were: Elaine, Sahana and Christina. Many students 

participated, but got out when they spelled a word wrong. I was 

one of the contestants. The whole school watched the spelling bee. 

When we went up to spell our word, some of us were confident  

and high fived each other. After it ended classrooms lined the  

hallway and cheered us as we walked down the halls. This was the 

longest spelling bee, good luck trying to break it. 

finally got out in 1990. 

Years later, he died and 

caused lots of pain in South 

Africa and all around the 

world. Mandela was a great 

man and did many great 

things. He is an inspiration 

to the whole world and we 

will never forget how great 

he is. 

Spelling Bee By: Sean Lee 



Everyone is flipping 

about the newest   

diary of a wimpy kid 

(Hard Luck) that   

recently came out. 

Some comments 

about it are, “I’ve 

been reading this   

series forever!” 

At the Tempe Christmas 

Parade there were all       

different kinds of floats. On 

the floats there were    

cheerleaders, Girl Scouts, 

Boy Scouts and more. The 

parade was on November 

30th and it went down Mill 

Avenue in Tempe. There 

were also people who 

walked in groups or drove 

in decorated cars and trucks 

down the street during the 

parade. I liked seeing the 

dancers and senior citizens 

that danced with glowing 

mops singing Christmas 

songs. We also got to see 

the little Miss America girls 

who waved to the crowd, 

they looked very pretty   

especially with their sashes. 

At the end of the parade 

Santa drove through on a 

Tempe fire truck. Overall I 

loved the Christmas parade, 

the best part was that they 

threw candy to the people 

watching! I hope you      

enjoyed learning about the 

parade.        

The Tempe Christmas Parade By: Emma Dinnan 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid By: Evan Liu & Cooper Ellis  

“These books make me 

laugh SO hard. I love 

Hard Luck!” 

“AMAZINGLY    

FUNNY BOOK!!!” 

“GREAT book!”  “Best 

in the series!” There are 

even ratings of 3, 4, and 

5 stars. Everyone 

LOVES Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid Hard 

Luck. So go out and 

get hard luck NOW! 

  

 

Frozen Movie Premiere By: Glenna Rollins 

Frozen is an action packed         

adventure and cartoon musical 

comedy movie from Disney.  Need 

something fun to do over winter 

break?  Than go to the movies and 

see Frozen!  It has a sister trying to 

keep a secret for some mystery.  It 

has 4 characters, Ana, Olaf the 

snowman, Sven the reindeer, and 

Kristoff trying to bring back    

summer for some adventure.   

If you watch Disney you might 

have seen some sneak peeks.  

Olaf is my favorite character.  

He's hilarious!  I also like Elsa, 

Anna's sister.  It just came out 

in theaters.  In 3D too!  So, if 

you’re looking for a good 

laugh, go see Frozen!  
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Winter By: Rackhi Raman 

The next Gecko                       

Gazette meeting is January 

8th  at 7:15 am in                    

Mrs. Audsley’s room.  

Reporters articles are due 

February 27th     
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I love winter. It is the last season 
in the year. When winter comes, 
the New Year is going to come. 
My mom says it happens in the 
northern side of the Earth. While 
in the south like Australia, it is 
summer now.  

But here we have a cold weather. 
I love it so much.  We have to 
wear our jackets, hats, gloves  
and boots. I love having hot  
chocolates, toasted                 
marshmallows.   This is my       
favorite time of the year. I want 
to go and see snow. We came to 
Phoenix from Atlanta. It used to 
snow in Atlanta and I have seen 
pictures of me playing in the 
snow. I want to go and have fun 
in the snow and come back home.  

I also love the Winter Break 
we get. We get to have     
Christmas and New Year      
celebration during this time. 
Usually my mom takes          
vacation days with us. All of us 
have plans to visit family and 
friends. My mom said she will 
take us for a special Christmas 
prayer. My sister and I are 
looking forward to it. We want 
to have a great Christmas 
Break. My mom has already 
started baking. She loves   
winter too. All of us in our 
house love winter.  We love to 
spend it together.  

This time, I have a Christmas 
wish I made to the stars;  my 
wish is for everyone to have a 

Merry Christmas.  I am also 
making a list of things I want 
to do next year. I am going to 
try and do everything on my 
list.  

Have a happy Winter Break. I 
wish all of  you a Merry  
Christmas and a Happy New 
year from my side. I am telling 
you something my mom says, 
“Do, something fun, exciting 
and good” and see all of you 
next year.    

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS &             

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Have you ever wondered 

what it would be like to be 

in the spotlight?  Well, you 

can by joining Gecko    

Players Drama Club. This 

fun-filled activity teaches 

kids acting games, singing 

and dancing.  Drama intro-

duces you to new plays.  

Some of the shows we’ve had 

are Annie, Dear Edwina,    

Willy Wonka and the       

Chocolate Factory and Alice in 

Wonderland. Drama is        

separated by grade level, K-3 

and 4-5.  Only 70 people are 

allowed to participate.  During 

rehearsals, Aprende kids come 

over to help.  My favorite part 

of drama is the nice teachers.  

In drama, you are looked at in 

a higher perspective because 

you sing and dance on stage and 

others think that is really cool.  

Drama is a great program.  I 

hope you sign up next year too.  

Gecko Players Drama Club By: Paige Shurman 


